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Fourth Grade Entering Fifth Grade  
 
27 Magic Words by Sharelle Byars Morganville Although Kobi's parents sailed into a storm five years 
ago, she believes they are alive, and when she is sent from her grandmother's luxurious Paris apartment 
to live with an uncle in Iowa, Kobi tells lies that soon catch up with her. ©2016 Grade Level: 5–7 
 
Aim by Joyce Moyer Hostetter As World War II threatens the United States in 1941, fourteen-year-old 
Junior Bledsoe fights his own battles at home. Junior struggles with school and with anger—at his father, 
his insufferable granddaddy, his neighbors, and himself—as he desperately tries to understand himself 
and find his own aim in life. ©2016 Grade Level: 5–7 
 
Because of Mr. Terupt by Rob Buyea It’s the start of fifth grade for seven kids at Snow Hill School. 
There’s Jessica, the new girl, smart and perceptive, who’s having a hard time fitting in; Alexia, a bully, 
your friend one second, your enemy the next; Peter, class prankster and troublemaker; Luke, the 
brain; Danielle, who never stands up for herself; shy Anna, whose home situation makes her an outcast; 
and Jeffrey, who hates school. ©2011 Grade Level: 4-6 
 
The First Rule of Punk by Celia C. Pérez There are no shortcuts to surviving your first day at a new 
school—you can’t fix it with duct tape like you would your Chuck Taylors. On Day One, twelve-year-old 
Malú (María Luisa, if you want to annoy her) inadvertently upsets Posada Middle School’s queen bee, 
violates the school’s dress code with her punk rock look, and disappoints her college-professor mom in 
the process. 2018 Pura Belpré Author Honor Book ©2018 Grade Level 5–7 
 
Gone Crazy in Alabama by Rita William-Garcia Delphine, Vonetta, and Fern are off to Alabama to visit 
their grandmother Big Ma and her mother, Ma Charles. Across the way lives Ma Charles’s half-sister, 
Miss Trotter. The two half-sisters haven’t spoken in years. As Delphine hears about her family history, 
she uncovers the surprising truth that’s been keeping the sisters apart. Coretta Scott King 
Award ©2016 Grade Level 5–7 
 
The Last Fifth Grade of Emerson Elementary by Laura Shovan Emerson Elementary is closing its 
doors and is due to be replaced by a shopping mall. Not everyone in this multiracial fifth-grade class feels 
the same about the school’s imminent closure. The variety of expressive writing styles for each character 
makes this book unique. ©2016 Grade Level 5–7 
 
One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia Eleven-year-old Delphine is like a mother to her two 
younger sisters, Vonetta and Fern. She's had to be, ever since their mother, Cecile, left them seven years 
ago for a radical new life in California. 2012 Newbery Honor Book, Scott O’Dell Award, and Coretta 
Scott King Award ©2011 Grade Level 5–7 
 
Saving Winslow by Sharon Creech Louie doesn't have the best luck when it comes to nurturing small 
creatures. So when his father brings home a sickly newborn mini donkey, he's determined to save him. 
He names him Winslow. ©2014 Grade Level -7 
 
Stella by Starlight by Sharon M. Draper Stella lives in the segregated South—in Bumblebee, North 
Carolina, to be exact about it. Some stores she can go into. Some stores she can’t. Some folks are right 
pleasant. Others are a lot less so. To Stella, it sort of evens out, and heck, the Klan hasn’t bothered them 
for years. ©2016 Grade Level 5-8 
 
The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley Nine-year-old Ada has never left her one-
room apartment. Her mother is too humiliated by Ada’s twisted foot to let her outside. So, when her little 
brother Jamie is shipped out of London to escape the war, Ada doesn’t waste a minute—she sneaks out 
to join him. 2016 Newbery Honor Book and 2016 Schneider Family Book Award ©2016 Grade Level 5–6 
 
 


